30+ WAYS TO IMPROVE YOUR TOW VEHICLE'S PERFORMANCE

he perfect tow vehicle has not
Tbeen built. In fact, | could never

convince you if it had, because
your idea of the perfect machine is
quite different from mine. Let's take
front-row seating as an example. Many
would have nothing but bucket seats
with a console for their laptop or music
collection. My wife and I, however,
would never consider a vehicle where
our dog couldn't sit between us on
some type of bench seat configuration.

Some consider a camping trip with

the kids or grandkids a perfect chance
to interact away from our electronic

world. Others would not hit the road

without the kids plugged into their own
entertainment systems, especially if the
route includes long miles of flat, fea-
tureless interstate.

Building the ultimate tow vehicle is a
challenge even the manufacturers don't
pretend to master. The best they can do
Is check some items off our collective
wish list from what companies know
about its customers. They vary options
and target different drivers with a vari-
ety of models. Additionally, compro-
mises are made to keep the vehicles
affordable for more buyers. Suspension

systems that can haul lots of weight are
not so comfy when the machine is
empty, unless an expensive computer-
controlled system adjusts for the condi-
tions. All of these factors and trade-offs
add up to plenty of room for aftermarket
upgrades of the vehicles available.

For some, the upgrades will be all
about comfort, sound quality and shine.
Others will boost power, handling and
cargo storage. Some can be customized
exclusively for an RVing lifestyle, while
other rigs must work all week, then
transform into weekend toy haulers.

Here are some upgrades we found
to help make your truck all that it can
be, for you and your recreational
lifestyle. If you don't find what you're
looking for here, let us know, were
going to round up more performance-
enhancing parts for you in future isses.
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Brake Helper »
The PRXB [pressure
regulated exhaust
brake) from
Pacbrake is its flag-
ship product, which
provides perform-
ance, safety and
savings. The PRXB delivers constant
exhaust pressure (braking) as early as
1200 rPM all the way to maximum RPM.
It provides safety by increasing vehicle
stability and reducing the amount of
brake fade. Controlled by a master
ON/OFF switch, the exhaust brake pro-
vides whisper quiet supplemental brak-

OUTFITTING UPGRADE GUIDE

. ing that allows service brakes to be

- used much less, ultimately paying for
. itself with fewer brake jobs. With the

. ability to be left on all the time, it is

. ideal for city driving or steep, downhill
. grades. Pacbrake: (800) 663-0096,

. www.pacbrake.com
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